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Evening Prayer 

Service of Light LSB 243 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

Phos Hilaron           LSB 244 
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Thanksgiving for Light         LSB 245 

L Blessèd are You, O Lord our God, king of the universe, who led Your people Israel 
by a pillar of cloud by day and a pillar of fire by night. Enlighten our darkness by 
the light of Your Christ; may His Word be a lamp to our feet and a light to our path; 
for You are merciful, and You love Your whole creation and we, Your creatures,  

 glorify You, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
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Psalmody - Psalm 141 LSB 245 
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Office Hymn “Jesus, Refuge of the Weary” 
 LSB 423 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Text: Girolamo Savonarola, 1452–98; tr. Jane F. Wilde, 1826–96, alt. 

Tune: Erbaulicher Musicalischer Christen-Schatz, 1745, Basel 

Text and tune: Public domain 
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Passion Reading - The Praetorium 
 

When they had bound Jesus, they led Him from Caiaphas to the hall of judgment and 
gave Him over to Pontius Pilate, the governor. It was early. They themselves did not go into 
the judgment hall, so that they might not be defiled, but might eat the Passover. 

Pilate then went out to them, and said, “What charge do you bring against this man?” 
They answered and said to him, “If he were not a criminal, we could not have handed 

him over to you.” 
Then Pilate said to them, “Take him, then, and judge him according to your law.” 
The Jews said to him, “It is not lawful for us to put any man to death.” So the word of 

Jesus was fulfilled, signifying by what death He should die. 
The charges they brought against Him were: “We found this fellow perverting the na-

tion, and forbidding us to pay taxes to Caesar, and saying that He Himself is Christ, a king.” 
Then Pilate entered into the judgment hall again, and called Jesus, and said to Him, 

“Are you the King of the Jews?” 
Jesus answered him, “Do you say this for yourself, or did others say it to you about 

Me?” 
Pilate answered, “Do you take me for a Jew? Your own nation and the chief priests have 

given you over to me. What have you done?” 
 
 
 
“Jesus, I Will Ponder Now” LSB 440 
 (verses 1-2) 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Text: Sigismund von Birken, 1626–81; tr. August Crull, 1845–1923, alt. 

Tune: Melchior Vulpius, c. 1570–1615 

Text and tune: Public domain 
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Jesus answered, “My kingdom is not of this world; if My kingdom were of this world, 
then My servants would have fought that I should not be given over to the Jews; but now My 
kingdom is not of this world.” 

Pilate therefore said to him, “Are you a king then?” 
Jesus answered, “You say rightly that I am a king. I was born and I came into the world 

that I should bear witness to the truth. Everyone that is of the truth hears My voice.” 
Pilate said to Him, “What is truth?” 
After he had said this, he went out again to the Jews and said to them, “I find no fault in 

this man.” 
The chief priests kept saying one charge after another against Him, but He answered not 

a word. Pilate questioned Him again, saying, “Do you answer nothing? See how many charges 
they lay against you.” Jesus answered him not a word. Pilate was utterly amazed. He said to 
the chief priests and the crowd, “I find no case against this man.” 

They pressed their charges more vehemently: “He stirs up the people, teaching    
throughout all Judea, beginning from Galilee to this place.” 

When Pilate heard of Galilee, he asked whether the man was a Galilean. When he 
learned that He belonged to Herod’s jurisdiction, he sent Him on to Herod, who was also in  
Jerusalem for those days. 

When Herod saw Jesus, he was delighted, for he had long wished to see Him because of 
what he had heard of Him, and he hoped to see Him do a miracle. He questioned Jesus          
repeatedly, but He gave him no answer. The chief priests and scribes stood there and vehe-
mently accused Him. Herod and his soldiers mocked Him. They put a splendid robe on Him 
and sent Him back to Pilate. 

Herod and Pilate became friends with each other that same day, for before this they had 
been at enmity with each other. 

Pilate then called together the chief priests and the rulers and the people, and said to 
them, “You have brought this man before me as one subverting the people. See now, I have  
examined him before you and have found nothing in this man guilty of any of your charges 
against him, and neither did Herod, for he sent him back to us. Mark this, he has done nothing 
worthy of death. I will have him punished and release him.” 

Now at the feast it was the governor’s custom to release to the crowd any one prisoner 
whom they asked for. They had then a notorious prisoner named Barabbas. He was in prison 
with the rebels who had committed murder during the insurrection in the city. Pilate knew that 
it was out of malice that the chief priests handed Jesus over. Therefore he said to them, “Do 
you want me to release for you Barabbas or Jesus who is called Christ?” 

The chief priests and elders persuaded the crowd to ask for Barabbas and destroy Jesus. 
Pilate asked them again, “Which of the two do you want me to release for you?” 
And they cried out all together, saying, “Away with this man, and release for us         

Barabbas!” 
          While Pilate was sitting in the judgment seat, his wife sent him a message: “Do not have      
anything to do with that man; I have suffered much over him today in a dream.”  
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“Jesus, I Will Ponder Now” LSB 440 
 (verses 3-4) 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Text: Sigismund von Birken, 1626–81; tr. August Crull, 1845–1923, alt. 

Tune: Melchior Vulpius, c. 1570–1615 

Text and tune: Public domain 
 
 
Again Pilate addressed them, for he wished to release Jesus. He said to them, “What 

shall I do then with Jesus who is called Christ? What shall I do with him whom you call the 
King of the Jews?” 

They all cried out, “Crucify him!” 
Pilate said to them, “Why, what evil has he done? I have found no guilt worthy of death 

in him; I will therefore punish him and let him go.” 
They cried out all the louder, “Crucify him! Crucify him!” 
Then Pilate took Jesus and had Him flogged. The soldiers of the governor led Him away 

into the Praetorium. They gathered the whole band of soldiers around Him. They stripped Him 
and put a purple robe on Him. When they had woven a crown of thorns, they put it on His head 
and a reed in His right hand, and they knelt before Him and mocked Him, saying, “Hail, King 
of the Jews!” They spat on Him and took the reed and struck Him on the head. They knelt 
down and did Him homage. 

Pilate went out again and said to them, “See, I bring him out to you that you may know I 
find him not guilty.” So Jesus came out wearing the crown of thorns and the purple robe. Pilate 
said to them, “Behold the man!” 

When the chief priests and officers saw Him, they cried, “Crucify him! Crucify him!” 
Pilate said to them, “Take him yourselves and crucify him., for I do not find him guilty.” 
The Jews answered him, “We have a law, and by that law he ought to die, because he 

made himself the Son of God.” 
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When Pilate heard this, he was more afraid and went again into the judgment hall and 
said to Jesus, “Where are you from?” Jesus gave him no answer. The Pilate said to Him, “Do 
you refuse to speak to me? Do you not know that I have power to crucify you, and I have pow-
er to release you?” 
Jesus answered, “You would have no power at all over Me, unless it had been give to you from 
above. For that reason he who handed Me over to you has the greater sin.”  
 
 
“Jesus, I Will Ponder Now” LSB 440 
 (verses 5-6) 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Text: Sigismund von Birken, 1626–81; tr. August Crull, 1845–1923, alt. 

Tune: Melchior Vulpius, c. 1570–1615 

Text and tune: Public domain 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



11 

 

This prompted Pilate to go on trying to release Him, but the Jews cried out, “If you let 
this man go, you are no friend of Caesar. Everyone who makes himself a king sets himself 
against Caesar.” 

When Pilate heard these words, he brought Jesus out and sat down in the judgment seat 
in a place that is called the Pavement, or, in Hebrew, Gabbatha. It was the Preparation for the 
Passover, about the sixth hour. He said to the Jews, “Behold your king!” 

They cried out, “Away with him, away with him, crucify him!” 
Pilate said unto them, “Shall I crucify your king?” 
The chief priest answered, “We have no king but Caesar.” 
When Pilate saw that he was getting nowhere, but rather a riot was under way, he took 

water and washed his hands before the crowd, saying, “I am innocent of the blood of this man; 
see to it yourselves.” 

Then all the people responded, “His blood be on us and on our children.” 
Then Pilate, wishing to satisfy the crowd, gave sentence that it should be as they         

demanded. He released to them Barabbas for whom they asked, the man who had been thrown 
into prison for insurrection and murder. He had Jesus flogged and then gave Him over to their 
will to be crucified. The soldiers mocked Him, stripped Him of the purple robe, put His own 
clothes on Him, and led Him out to crucify Him. 
 
 
 
Readings 
 
Exodus 31:12-18 
 
Hebrews 4:1-11 
 
Matthew 11:27-12:8 

 

L In many and various ways, God spoke to His people of old by the prophets. 

C But now in these last days, He has spoken to us by His Son. 
 
 
 
Sermon “Rest for the Weary” 
 Matthew 11:27-12:8 
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Magnificat LSB 248 
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Litany            LSB 249 

L In peace let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for 
the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to 
the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For … for all pastors in Christ, for all servants of the Church, and for all the people, 
let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For … for all public servants, for the government and those who protect us, that they 
may be upheld and strengthened in every good deed, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For those who work to bring peace, justice, health, and protection in this and every 
place, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For those who bring offerings, those who do good works in this congregation, those 
who toil, those who sing, and all the people here present who await from the Lord 
great and abundant mercy, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For favorable weather, for an abundance of the fruits of the earth, and for peaceful 
times, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For our deliverance from all affliction, wrath, danger, and need, let us pray to the 
Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For . . . let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
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 The prayers then continue: 
  

L For the faithful who have gone before us and are with Christ, let us give thanks to 
the Lord: 

C Thanks be to God. 
  

L Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 
  
Silence for individual prayer may follow. 
  

L Rejoicing in the fellowship of all the saints, let us commend ourselves, one another, 
and our whole life to Christ, our Lord: 

C To You, O Lord. 
 

Collect for Peace 

L O God, . . . one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 
 
Lord’s Prayer 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 

 
Benedicamus LSB 252 
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Benediction LSB 252 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Closing Hymn “I Come, O Savior, to They Table” 
 LSB 618 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Text: Friedrich Christian Heyder, 1677–1754; tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, abr. 

Tune: Emskirchner Choral-Buch, 1756, Leipzig 

Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001355 

Tune: Public domain 
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