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Evening Prayer

Service of Light LSB 243
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Jesus Christ is the Light of the world,
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the light no darkness can o - ver - come.
f)

b
o °_e
Stay with us, Lord, for it is eve - ning,
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and the day is almost o - ver
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Let Your light scatter the dark - ness
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and il - 1lu - mine Your Church.
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Joy - ous light of glo - ry:
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of the im-mor-tal Fa - ther; heav -en - ly, ho - ly,
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bless - ed Je - sus Christ. We have come to the
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set - ting of the sun, and we look to the eve-ning light.
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We sing to God, the Fa-ther, Son, and Ho - ly Spir - it:
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You are wor-thy of be -ing praised  with pure voic - es for -
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ev - er 0 Son of God, O Giv-er of life:
2,
)
the wu - ni - verse pro-claims Your glo - ry.
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Thanksgiving for Light

LSB 245

Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of the universe, who led Your people Israel
by a pillar of cloud by day and a pillar of fire by night. Enlighten our darkness by
the light of Your Christ; may His Word be a lamp to our feet and a light to our path;
for You are merciful, and You love Your whole creation and we, Your creatures,
glorify You, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
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Psalmody - Psalm 141
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Let my prayer rise be - fore You as in - cense,
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the lift-ing up of my hands as the eve-ning sac - ri - fice.
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(I].,. O Lord, I call to You; come to me quick - ly; hear my voice
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when I cry to You. Let my prayer rise be - fore You as in-cense,
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the lift-ing up of my hands as the eve-ning sac-ri- fice.
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@ Set a watch be-fore my mouth,O Lord, and guard the door of my lips.
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let me not be oc-cu-pied in wick-ed -ness with e-vil - do - ers.
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] But my eyes are turned to You, O God; in You I take ref- uge.
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Strip me not of my life. Glo-ry be tothe Fa - ther and
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to the Son and to the Ho-ly Spir - it; as it was in
04, !
1% # ! s ©
o — o
the be - gin - ning, is now, and will be for-ev-er. A - men.
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Let my prayer rise be - fore You as in - cense,
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the lift-ing up of my hands as the eve-ning sac-ri-fice.

Let us pray.
Let the incense of our repentant prayer ascend before You, O Lord, and let Your
loving-kindness descend on us that, with purified minds, we may sing Your praises
with the Church on earth and the whole heavenly host and may glorify You forever.

Amen.



Office Hymn “From Heaven Above to Earth | Come”
LSB 358 (vs 11-15)
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11 In - stead of soft and silk - en stuff You have but
12 And SO it  pleas - es You to see  This sim - ple
13 Ah, dear - est Je - sus, ho - ly Child, Pre - pare a
14 My heart for ver - y joy must leap; My lips no
15 Glo - 1y to God in  high - est heav’n, Who un - to
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which  as King, SO

hay and straw so rough O

truth  re - vealed to me: That world - ly hon - or,
bed, soft, wun - de - filed, A qui - et cham - ber
more can si - lence keep. I, too, must sing with
us His Son has giv’'n! While an - gels sing with
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rich and great, To be en-throned in roy - al state.
wealth, and might Are weak and worth - less in Your sight.
set a - part For You to dwell with - in my heart.
joy - ful tongue That sweet-est an - cient cra - dle - song:
pi - ous mirth A glad new year to  all the earth.
Text: Martin Luther, 1483-1546; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-78, alt.
Tune: Geistliche lieder, Leipzig, 1539, ed. Valten Schumann
Text and tune: Public domain
Readings

Zephaniah 3:14-20

A reading from Zephaniah, chapter 3.

14Sing aloud, O daughter of Zion;
shout, O Israel!
Rejoice and exult with all your heart,
O daughter of Jerusalem!
The Lorp has taken away the judgments against you;
he has cleared away your enemies.
The King of Israel, the LOrD, is in your midst;
you shall never again fear evil.
'%On that day it shall be said to Jerusalem:
“Fear not, O Zion;
let not your hands grow weak.



"The Lorp your God is in your midst,
a mighty one who will save;
he will rejoice over you with gladness;
he will quiet you by his love;
he will exult over you with loud singing.
'] will gather those of you who mourn for the festival,
so that you will no longer suffer reproach.
Behold, at that time I will deal
with all your oppressors.
And I will save the lame
and gather the outcast,
and I will change their shame into praise
and renown in all the earth.
At that time I will bring you in,
at the time when | gather you together;
for I will make you renowned and praised
among all the peoples of the earth,
when I restore your fortunes
before your eyes,” says the LORD.

O Lord, have mercy on us.
Thanks be to God.

Philippians 4:4-7
A reading from Philippians, chapter 4.

*Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. “Let your reasonableness be
known to everyone. The Lord is at hand; °do not be anxious about anything, but in eve-
rything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known
to God. "And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your
hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.

O Lord, have mercy on us.
Thanks be to God.

In many and various ways, God spoke to His people of old by the prophets.
But now in these last days, He has spoken to us by His Son.

Sermon “A Soft Bed”
LSB #358 vs 11-15



Magnificat LSB 248

Refrain
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My soul mag-ni - fies the Lord, and my spir - it re -
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joic - es in God, my Sav - ior. My soul mag-ni-fies the
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Lord, and my spir - it re - joic - es inGod, my Sav - ior
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1 For He has re - - garded
2 For the Mighty One has done great thingsto . . . . . . me,
3 He has shown strength withHis . . . . . .. ... ... arm;
4 He has filled the hungry withgood . .. ... ... .. things,
5 Glo - ry be to the Father and tothe . . . . . . . ... .. Son
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1 the lowlinessof . . . ... ... ........ His hand-maiden.
2 and holy . .. ... ... ... ... ...... is His name;
3 He has scattered the proud in the imagination of  their hearts.
4 and the rich He has sent emp - - ty a - way.
5 and tothe . . .. ... .. ... ... ... Ho - ly Spirit;
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1 For be - hold,fromthis . ................. day
2 and His mercyisonthosewho . .. .. ... ... ... .. fear Him
3 He has cast down the mighty from their . . . . . . . . . thrones
4 He has helped His servant Israel in remembrance of His mercy
5 as it was in the be - - ginning,
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1 all generationswill ... ............ call me blessed.
2 from generationto . . ... ... ......... gen - er - ation. Refrain
3 and has exalt - - ed the lowly.
4 as He spoke to our fathers, to Abraham and to his seed for - ever.
5 is now, and will be forever. . . . . . . ... .. A - men. Refrain
Litany LSB 249
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In peace let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for
the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to
the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For Matthew our Synodical President, Michael our District President, and for all
pastors in Christ, for all servants of the Church, and for all the people, let us pray to
the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For Joe our President, Jay our Governor, and for all public servants, for the
government and those who protect us, that they may be upheld and strengthened in
every good deed, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For those who work to bring peace, justice, health, and protection in this and every
place, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For those who bring offerings, those who do good works in this congregation, those
who toil, those who sing, and all the people here present who await from the Lord
great and abundant mercy, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For favorable weather, for an abundance of the fruits of the earth, and for peaceful
times, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.



For our deliverance from all affliction, wrath, danger, and need, let us pray to the
Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For the faithful who have gone before us and are with Christ, let us give thanks to
the Lord:

Alleluia.
Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.

Rejoicing in the fellowship of all the saints, let us commend ourselves, one another,
and our whole life to Christ, our Lord:

To You, O Lord.

Collect for Peace

O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works, give
to us, Your servants, that peace which the world cannot give, that our hearts may be
set to obey Your commandments and also that we, being defended from the fear of
our enemies, may live in peace and quietness; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Lord’s Prayer

Taught by our Lord and trusting His promises, we are bold to pray:

Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.
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Benedicamus

Let us Dbless the Lord.

Y,
Thanks be to God.

Benediction
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[P) The almighty and merciful Lord,
the Father, the *I+ Son, and the Holy Spirit, bless and pre - serve  you.
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Closing Hymn

“Arise, O Christian People”
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1 A - rnse, O Chris-tian peo - ple! Pre- pare your-selves to-
2 Pre - pare the way be - fore Him; Pre - pare for Him the
3 The hum -ble heart and Ilow - 1ly God rais - es up on
4 Pre - pare my heart, Lord Je - sus; Turn not from me a-
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day; Pre - pare to  greet the Sav - ior, Who takes your
best. Cast out what would of - fend Him, This great, this
high; Be - neath His feet in ter - ror The haugh - ty
side, And help me to re - ceive You This bless - ed
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sins a - way. To us by grace a - lone The
heav’'n-ly  guest. Make straight, make plain the way: The
soul shall lie. The  heart sin - cere and right, That
Ad - vent - tide. From stall and man - ger low Come
0 . . . .
i — I 2 —— | - 2 ~ | i
= 2 ————
truth  and light were giv - en; The prom -ised Lord from
low - ly val - leys rais - 1ing, The heights of pride a -
heeds God’s in - vi-ta - tion And makes true prep - a -
now to dwell with-in me; ri sing Your prais - es
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heav - en To all the world is shown.
bas - ing, His  path all e - ven lay.
ra - tion— It is the Lord’s de - light.
glad - ly And forth Your glo - ry show.

Text: Valentin Thilo, 1607-62; tr. Arthur T. Russell, 1806-74, alt.
Tune: New Catechismus Gesangblchlein, 1598, Hamburg, alt.
Text and tune: Public domain
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